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UPDATE

Partnering with the African Community to facilitate transformation

“He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the garbage pile in order to seat
them with nobles -with the nobles of His people.” Ps 113: 7,8

KENYA NATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION: WE’RE GOING TO THE NATIONALS!!!!

Our Preschool and Primary students returned from the County
Competition in victory, qualifying to compete in 22 performance
categories spanning varying grade levels. 72 students traveled to
Eldoret to compete in the Regional level, a very stiff competition
involving thousands of schools. The sixth-grade boys and girls came
home first in their category, qualifying to travel to the Nationals on
August 10! They are ecstatic, as you can imagine, coming from their
desperate backgrounds, growing up with so little hope, to a place of
accomplishment and dignity. Please pray, and if you can contribute
to the significant costs, thank you!

BREAKING NEW GROUND: THE NEW CONNECT PREMIERE PRIMARY SCHOOL!

This week construction began, fulfilling a long-held dream to have our own permanent primary school on site.
We are so grateful for the generous donors who made this possible! This is a major step in the process of bringing
all of our IMS sponsored students to our own compound; next year
it will be finalized (up to High School level) with the addition of the
Jr. Secondary classrooms. This not only draws more paying parents
to the school, but helps to assure us of the quality of care and
instruction the students are receiving. It also will give more
opportunity for the kids and their families to participate in the
vibrant Christian community that Connect offers, and for their
needs to be better ascertained. This is all vital for the vision of
community transformation to be realized.

As you can see in the photo, the temporary building, constructed of tin and wood, will be very close to the new
building, cutting off natural light and space for the preschool children to play. Unfortunately, it will have to be
demolished when classes end in November; however, most of the materials will be retained for alternate use.
And those young men you see working are our sponsored high school graduates, earning some money while
they are waiting to start training or higher education.

AN INVITATION TO OUR PARTNERS TO MEET THE CONNECT STAFF

You often hear the term “general operations” from us, in reference to the monthly budget needs being fulfilled
primarily through your undesignated donations. Besides utilities, school supplies and programs maintenance, a
large part of those operations are staff salaries and benefits, providing for the Kenyans who make the Connect
compound a place of excellence. The teachers, administrators, social workers, cleaners and cooks all work long
hours each day, loving their work and loving the children. We are happy to introduce you to some of the amazing
individuals the Lord has called to this vision in Kenya, who have become not only co-workers, but dear friends.

IAN MUGE, Connect Social Worker, Photographer and Writer, shares his story.
“I'am lan, the third-born in a family of five children. Three are from my mother and two from my stepmother. Life
was not easy growing up. My parents separated when | was only three years old, and from an early age |
experienced many hardships and family struggles. My stepmother was a very loving and caring woman, but
unfortunately, she developed a mental illness when | was in Grade Eight. My father did everything he could to
help her find healing, but things became difficult. He had to leave his job and return to the village to take care of
her, leaving me with many responsibilities at a young age.



I had to work at construction sites doing casual jobs to provide food, pay rent, and my school fees while still in
high school. Because | was young, | was often underpaid. The pressure became overwhelming, and at some point
| fell into depression. To escape the pain and anxiety, | turned to drugs, believing they could help me forget my
struggles. But God had a different plan for my life.

God connected me to Wyckliffe [Majani, Connect staff member on the left] in a way | never expected. From the
first day we met, he showed me genuine love and compassion. He invited me into his home, where | stayed for
three years, becoming a father figure | never had. Through him God showed me the way of Christ, and my life
began to change. (In 2025 lan was hired as Social Worker, and now has his own apartment.-LH).

Wyckliffe mentored me in valuable life skills including leadership, responsibility,
Christian living, social work, photography, driving, and building healthy
relationships with people. He connected me to a photography trainer, took me
to driving school, and through his wisdom and God's Word helped reconcile me
with my father and mother. Together with his wife, they became a great blessing
in my life through their love, care, and guidance.

Today, | can confidently say that God transforms lives. Through love, mentorship,
and faith, | have become a different person. My story is proof that no matter how
difficult the journey may be, there is always hope and a new beginning in God.”

Other News:

Outreach: Connect Chapel members recently visited St. Columbus School for the Deaf to share gifts and the love
of Jesus to the students. It was inspiring, not only to the students (of which one, Joel, is from our preschool), but
to the church members, who afterwards confessed great joy and a desire to undertake more outreach to the
needy. Some of the deaf students are now attending Connect Chapel’s Sunday school program, and loving it!
Connect will be conducting a distribution of food to our neediest families for the August holiday; $800 needed.
Continuing Education: The AC Board of Directors recently awarded Favour Juma a grant to complete his studies
in Video Production and Sound Engineering, including a camera and gimbal. Favour was very instrumental in
assisting us with photography and video on our last trip, and is committed to using the skills gained through this
training to further the mission of Connect Chapel and Africa Connect. We are thrilled! Please consider donating
to the IMS Continuing Ed Fund to help more post-secondary students succeed!

Empowerment: Lillian Armstrong is stepping up as the Empowerment Liaison to help monitor the progress of
the empowerment programs, improve communication and further the goal of parent & project self-sufficiency.
Please pray for:

- Kenya is in the midst of a serious drought, with even the rivers drying up; most farmers have already lost their
maize crop, the local staple. The Connect farm has also been severely affected, causing us to have to buy bulk
maize and beans at higher prices. Please pray for relief for Kenya and for His provision for these dear people.

- Sue Choquette, our IMS and Medical Director, for her health concerns.

- We have several primary aged children in horrible situations; we need safe housing and transformed parents!

Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus, as He lifts the poor and seats them in triumph!

LuAnn Herring, for the AC team US and Kenya
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TO GIVE VIA CASH, CREDIT, DEBIT OR STOCK, GO TO:
https://donate.infinitegiving.com/berkshire-missions

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE WORK OF AFRICA CONNECT!

DONATIONS PAYABLE TO AFRICACONNECT WILL BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
PLEASE CONTACT US AT info.africaconnect.us@gmail.com. FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE @ https://web.facebook.com/africaconnect.us.




