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Partnering with the African Community to facilitate transformation

“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim liberty
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Is.61:1

“Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell; | want to run a rescue shop, within a yard of hell.” C.T. Studd

A Season of Gratitude: God uses the Unlikely and Forgotten to Further His Kingdom

It is astounding to see what God has done since our small beginnings in 2004; indeed, many would have
considered us unqualified and unlikely to succeed, and would have good reason to think so. Likewise, the people
that God has lifted up from the squalor and degeneracy of a Kenyan slum, chosen to be the ones to transform
their community, is unfathomable to the natural or religious mind. Indeed, “...My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways...”ls.55:8. The same Jesus who chose the poor and forgotten
shepherds, the corrupt and despised tax collectors, the insurrectionist, the dirty and unlearned fishermen, the
prostitute or intellectually proud scholar to represent Him in this Holiest of missions likewise chose all of us to
represent Him in our environs. He was willing to leave His position in glory and risk it all to go into the pit they
had dug for themselves, and offer rescue. He demonstrated to them what God is really like, and how He sees
them through the eyes of redemption. He now asks us who have likewise received His grace to embody His
heart, sacrificing our ambltlons and comfort to reveal the true nature of our loving Heavenly Father on earth.
Graduation ceremonies were held October 26" for the 19
graduating Preschoolers, 8 tailoring students and 9 hairdressing
students. Sadly, one Tailoring graduate died in an accident shortly
before the occasion. You can see the solemnity of the graduates;
this was no simple or easy accompllshment for these students, it
involved the overcoming
of practical, spiritual, and
emotional obstacles that
we in the West may not
be able to comprehend. It
represented the transformational power of the gospel for those who will
step out in faith. And you, the ones who prayed, encouraged, and gave
in obedience, acted as His hands and feet in helping to make it happen.
On behalf of all the children and families we serve, we thank you.

Grateful for Breakthroughs!

- After a great deal of stalling a local landowner has agreed to sell us the four plots of land we desired, adjacent
to our current compound at the standard price! The purchase is now in process; following its completion,
we will need to fence the area ($2035) and prepare it for construction of our own Primary/Jr. Secondary
building! This will enable us to finally bring all of our Grade 1-9 students home to the Connect campus. &

- In response to a request in the October newsletter, a donor has made it possible to create a Continuing
Education Fund for our HS graduates! Most graduating seniors are unable to attend university due to the
cost and academic standards involved, unless they receive a full scholarship; many graduates then cannot
find a job. The Connect team has been preparing our High Schoolers to consider obtaining marketable job
skills through local vocational training and apprenticeships. This Fund will require they apply for financial
support in the form of a grant. If they have a parent(s), the parent(s) will be expected to assist in the costs
according to their ability to pay. We are so excited about what this means for the future of our students!

- Parent Evaluation: In 2025 we began developing a system of evaluating the parents as to their commitment
to participate in required activities such as parent meetings, church, and an empowerment program. With
increasing pressure from the Kenyan team over the past two years to become more responsible for their
child’s education and financial support, we have seen improvement but there is work to do. At a recent
parent’s meeting, ALL parents registered for an empowerment program; this is encouraging, but must be
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followed up with demonstrated commitment. After Term 1, if any do not follow through, they will be placed
on probation. If there is no change, their child will not be enrolled the following year in Connect schools.
- In addition, the Kenyan team will follow up on those who have completed an empowerment program, to
determine how many are using their learned skill and seek ways to improve its practical implementation.
- In a further effort to dislodge the mindset of dependence, we will expect the parents or caregivers to
contribute something to their child’s education, whether it be part of a uniform, supplies, or partial fees.
New Empowerment Programs:
The most limiting issue our parents face in commitment to a program is that of time. Most of our caregivers
work in casual labor such as washing clothes, offloading trucks or tending livestock, which requires a certain
amount of the day to ensure their family has food to eat that evening. The Tailoring and Hairdressing classes
require 10 months to obtain certificates. In an effort to make learning a job skill attainable to more people, the
Kenyan team has determined that classes should only require 2 hours per day on campus. In addition, we have
created new programs that require a shorter time span to complete and therefore to begin gaining income.
1. Beekeeping: Honey is a highly marketable product in Kenya, and easily done. Apollo would like to attend a
local class in December, and train a staff member to teach it to parents. Cost of class & supplies: $455.
2. Cobbling: While this is a year long training, we are looking into ways to break it down into modules, in which
levels of skill can be acquired in steps, enabling the student to also make income while learning.
3. Loaves and Fishes: Baking skills can pay off in a short period of time, and be pursued in stages of learning.
4. Farming and Feed Production: In January we will begin large scale organic feed production for marketing to
local farmers. Parents can assist in the farm or in making and selling the feed. We still need $550 for this.
5. Poultry raising: We have 200 layers now producing eggs, which our students and the elderly will be
consuming for protein. However, with the purchase of an incubator for $1435, we can sell chicks to our
parents at half price and teach them the business of poultry raising. Our elderly caregivers are excited about
this program, as it is more familiar and less physically demanding work than farmlng or other programs.
6. Business: Classes can be weekly, with groups formed which meet on 3
the weekend; we would like to incorporate business training into more
of our empowerment programs to facilitate wise application of skills.

Development: The Connect compound is a busy place during the
holidays! Construction is now complete on the men’s workshop (initially

required furniture. Construction of the boys’ latrines has begun.

Upcoming Needs and Prayer Requests:

- Christmas Distributions and Emergency Food Store: With schools closed for November and December, some
of our families are really suffering from hunger. We need assistance to help our 60 most needy families;
having our own milk, vegetable and egg production has really helped, particularly with our elderly mamas,
but they also need grains. In this time of feasting, please consider those who have no food. Our Christmas
distribution of food, soap and clothing will cost $2000, and any funding of our Emergency bank will be helpful.

- lan Memorial Sponsorship General Fund: With the new school year starting in January, a new crop of
preschool graduates will need sponsors, and our high school students may need 2" sponsors. Sue Choquette
has been working hard, and sponsor reports and recommitment letters are going out this week. Please pray
all needs will be met, and for God to provide the needs of the sponsors we currently have. If you are unable
to sponsor a child, please consider a gift to the IMS General Fund to help cover the needs of this program

- Medical: We have a preschool student, Natasha Marie, who has an eye ailment that is really affecting her
ability to perform in school. Natasha is very bright, and will be having eye surgery soon. Please pray.

- Farming: In recent years unseasonable heavy rains have caused bean crops to fail, causing prices to rise.
This month flooding destroyed our newly planted beans, so we need to buy beans. Balance needed: $600.

- Missionary Trip: We are planning our next trip to Kenya, beginning in late January. Board members traveling
for 3-9 weeks need assistance with trip expenses, which AC is limited in its ability to supply. Thank you!

We are deeply grateful that God allows us to partner in His Holy mission, and for all of you who do the same.
LuAnn Herring, for the AC team US and Kenya

Please refer to the Payment Options available to donate to Africa Connect included in this mailing.
CONTACT US at info.africaconnect@gmail.com; Follow us on FACEBOOK at https://web.facebook.com/africaconnect.us.
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